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1973. HERGÉ VISITED 
TAIWAN IN SEPTEMBER. 
A FEW MONTHS LATER, 
I WAS BORN THERE.

THAILAND

    NO, I SAID   

 “TAIWAN”, 

NOT “THAILAND”.

HEREHEREIN GREY

HEREIN GREY

HERE RECALIBRATING CAMERA…

76% COMPLETE	

THANKS FOR YOUR PATIENCE

CHINA

JAPAN

VIETNAM PHILLIPINES

NORTH KOREA

SOUTH 
KOREA

SOUTH CHINA 
SEA

NORTH CHINA 
SEA

PACIFIC 
OCEAN

 THERE. THAT’S BETTER. 
THANKS FOR CORRECTING 
THAT. NOW I CAN BEGIN   
 MY STORY AT LAST…

HERE



   T
AIWAN  STRAIT	(CHINA)

TAIPEI (THE CAPITAL)

PACIFIC 
OCEAN

KAOHSIUNG

LINBIAN

HERE

HERE

LATE 1970S, 
SOUTHERN TAIWAN

  ME, 

AGE 6

THE FLAG-LOWERING CEREMONY IS NOW OVER.   
 SEE YOU TOMORROW, CHILDREN!

(SONG CELEBRATING   

     THE NATIONAL 

         
FLAG)

   NICE JOB! 
 YOU WON FIRST   
 PLACE IN THE 
ANTI-COMMUNIST   
    DRAWING 
    CONTEST!

THANKS!

THE CEREMONY TOOK 
TOO LONG! I’M GONNA 
MISS MY FAVORITE 
ANIME!

WHEN’S 
THE REGIONAL 

DRAWING 
CONTEST?

IN A FEW MONTHS…

SAVE OUR COUNTRYMEN

LONG LIVE OUR HOMELAND!



I LIVED IN A HOUSE IN TOWN, WITH MY PARENTS 
AND MY PATERNAL GRANDPARENTS.

‘BYE!

"LET’S FIGHT THOSE EVIL COMMUNISTS!"

(PATRIOTIC SONG IN CHINESE)

(JAPANESE SONG)

"WIPE OUT THE COMMUN
IS

T 
GA

NG

AND KILL THE TRAITORS"



AND KILL THE TRAITORS"

  (IN TAIWANESE) 

   HOW WAS 
   SCHOOL 
    TODAY?

  (IN CHINESE) 
FINE, GRANDMA, 
      FINE..

(JAPANESE SONG)

"LE
T’S FIGHT THOSE EVIL COMMUNISTS!

WIPE OUT THE COMMUNIST GANG

AND KILL THE

TRAITORS"



"LE
T’S FIGHT THOSE EVIL COMMUNISTS!"

  HELLO! I AM 

BUT A HUMBLE 

  SINGER. 

I HATE WAR, 

AND I AM 

 NOT YOUR 

   ENEMY.

GO ON! 
ATTACK!

  I LIKE EXPRESSING MYSELF 

 THROUGH MUSIC. I HAVE SONGS 

ABOUT EVERYTHING: LOVE, 

 NOSTALGIA, SADNESS, 

         NATURE…

(JAPANESE SONG)



YOUNG LADY, YOU ARE 

  TAIWANESE…

I’M A CITIZEN OF THE RDC 

(REPUBLIC OF CHINA)! AFTER 

DEFEATING THE CHINESE EMPIRE,  

  JAPAN COLONIZED TAIWAN FOR HALF 

A CENTURY. YOU’RE BAD GUYS!

   TERRIBLY SORRY… 

I’M AGAINST COLONIZATION AND WAR. 

I’M A PACIFIST SINGER. 

 COULD WE BE FRIENDS?

THINGS BETWEEN TAIWAN, JAPAN, 
 AND CHINA ARE COMPLICATED. 
      YOU’RE TOO YOUNG TO 
             UNDERSTAND…

 NO! YOUR COUNTRY INVADED CHINA FOR EIGHT YEARS. 

THE SINO-JAPANESE WAR MAY BE OVER, BUT YOU JAPANESE 

  PEOPLE ARE STILL OUR 

 ENEMIES!



    OPEN YOUR    BOOKS! 
  WE WILL NOW LEARN THE ANTI-COMMUNIST, ANTI-SOVIET SONG!

 ONE, TWO, THREE!



"LET US TAKE BACK THE CHINESE CONTINENT 

   AND SAVE OUR COUNTRYMEN…"

   "OBEY OUR LEADER 

 AND FIGHT THE 

REVOLUTION TILL 

 THE END!"

THE PATRIOTIC 
SONG CONTEST

WE PRETENDED TO MARCH LIKE SOLDIERS IN A PATRIOTIC SONG.

“        MAY THE IDEOLOGIES OF 
THE CHINESE NATIONALIST PARTY    

 BE APPLIED!”

“MAY THE CHINESE 
  REPUBLIC RISE AGAIN!”

	
NATION

	
LEADER

IDEO-LOGIES

MARCH IN PLACE!

TURN RIGHT!



 CAN’T 

BELIEVE   

  THIS!
 NO ONE? 
FINE! LET’S 
GO ON WITH 
THE SONG!

WHO SANG “I HAVE 

 FIVE HUSBANDS” 
INSTEAD OF “ANTI-  

  COMMUNIST”

        ?!

WHO SANG 
   “FRIED OYSTERS” 

INSTEAD OF 
“KILL THE 

TRAITORS TO THE 

CHINESE PEOPLE”?!



 SAVED BY THE BELL!   

 THAT’S IT FOR CLASS 

TODAY. BUT NO MESSING   

 WITH THE LYRICS, OK?

 I DON’T WANT 
 TO HEAR ANYONE 

SINGING IN 
TAIWANESE 
IN CLASS!

WHO MADE UP   

 THOSE DUMB   

  LYRICS? I HAVE NO IDEA…

AW, THEY’RE FUNNY! 
DOESN’T EVERYONE 

LIKE MESSING AROUND 
WITH LYRICS?

MY PARENTS 
SAY PATRIOTIC 
SONGS HAVE 
DUMB WORDS,   
 ANYWAY.

PARODYING 
 THEM 
 IS FUN!

ESPECIALLY WHEN WE SING 

IN TAIWANESE! YOU SHOULD SEE 

THE MUSIC TEACHER’S FACE!

 “…FIVE 
HUSBANDS.”

    “…A FRIED 
OYSTER OMELET”  “I HAVE FIVE 

HUSBANDS…” CANDY?
HEY, LADIES! 
WHO’S UP FOR 

 ANOTHER HUSBAND? 
I SURE AM!

* (IN TAIWANESE)



HA HA HA! THAT’S NOTHING! I KNOW SOME WAY BETTER LYRICS!

Y-YOU DARE CHANGE 
     THE WORDS TO 
       OUR NATIONAL 
           ANTHEM?!

  “PUT THE   
  NOODLES IN 
BOILING WATER  
 AND COOK   
  THEM!”

(IN TAIWANESE)

(IN TAIWANESE)

WE’LL HAVE TEN HUSBANDS! 
TEN HUSBANDS!

FIVE HUSBANDS? 
  WHY NOT SIX? SEVEN? EIGHT? 

TEN HUSBANDS!

TEN!



IT’S FINE TO 

JOKE AROUND, 

BUT DON’T GET 

CARRIED AWAY!

 IF YOU CAN MESS WITH ONE   
 PATRIOTIC SONG, WHY CAN’T  
 YOU MESS WITH THE NATIONAL  
                 ANTHEM?

SHOW SOME RESPECT!

CHILL OUT!

CHILL OUT!

  WHAT’S 

YOUR DEAL?

HMPH. 
GIRLS!

     HURRY UP! 
TEACHER’S COMING!



(CLASS LEADER):    

  ALL RISE!

GREETING!

  HELLO, 

TEACHER!

   BE 

SEATED.

LET US CONTINUE OUR LESSON 
ON CHINESE LITERATURE.

THE HERO, WEN, SACRIFICED HIS LIFE 
FOR HIS COUNTRY, AGAINST THE MONGOL 
INVADERS.

OUR LATE PRESIDENT CHIANG KAI-SHEK 
 IS LIKE WEN. BOTH ARE SAVIORS 
 OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE.

OUR LATE PRESIDENT 
CHIANG WAS A BRIGHT 
CHILD.

ONE DAY, HE SAW FISH 
SWIMMING AGAINST THE 
CURRENT IN A BROOK.

THOSE FISH WILL 

 BE MY MODEL!

WELL SAID,   

  MY SON!

HE ADOPTED THE FISH 
AS AN EXAMPLE, FOR THEIR 
PERSEVERANCE.
THAT IS HOW HE BECAME 
A GREAT MAN.



I’VE HEARD OF SALMON 
SWIMMING UPSTREAM…

ARE THERE SALMON 
 IN CHINA, THEN?

SO THAT’S WHAT A GREAT 
MAN IS: BRIGHT AND BRILLIANT 
FROM BIRTH!

 HOW DID THE AUTHOR LESSON  
              FIND OUT ALL ABOUT 
                PRESIDENT  CHIANG’S        
                  CHILDHOOD?

  IF I WERE HIM, I’D HAVE 
GRABBED MY FISHING ROD!

BUT NOT ALL STORIES 
ABOUT PRESIDENT 
CHIANG SET A GOOD 
EXAMPLE.

 PRESIDENT CHIANG 
WAS A BRAVE AND   
CURIOUS CHILD.

ONE DAY, HE STUCK A RULER 
DOWN HIS THROAT TO MEASURE 
ITS DEPTH.

LOOK! 
DOESN’T 
HURT AT 

ALL!

   NO! I DON’T 
BUY IT! SOMEONE   
 MUST’VE MADE   
     IT UP!

TEACHERS AND 

PARENTS DON’T 

AGREE ABOUT 

CHIANG. WHOM 
SHOULD I TRUST?

         OUR LATE PRESIDENT  

        CHIANG (KAI-SHEK) WAS   

        GOOD FOR OUR COUNTRY. 

BUT SOME TAIWANESE BEHAVE   

 POORLY TOWARD HIM 

  AND HIS PARTY.



THE TAIWANESE ACT LIKE SLAVES!
MR. CHIANG AND HIS ARMY SACRIFICED MUCH TO FIGHT THE JAPANESE 
AND DEFEND THE ISLAND AGAINST COMMUNISTS. AND NOW, SOME 
TAIWANESE ARE NOSTALGIC FOR THE ERA OF JAPANESE COLONIZATION. 
THEY THINK THINGS WERE BETTER THEN. 

UNACCEPTABLE!

 JAPANESE 
SLAVES!  INGRATES!

SLAVES “TAINTED” BY JAPANESE    

       COLONIZATION!

UNGRA-

 TEFUL   

SLAVES!



I WAS STILL TOO YOUNG TO UNDERSTAND WHAT 
“COLONIZATION” MEANT…

BUT “SLAVES”? I KNEW THAT WAS SOMETHING 
HUMILIATING.

BR
AI

N
W

AS
H

ED
 S

LA
VE

S

WHEN I HEARD “SLAVES,” I THOUGHT OF…

"UNCLE TOM’S 
CABIN"

THE CHINESE EMPIRE CEDED TAIWAN TO 
JAPAN AFTER LOSING THE SINO-JAPANESE 
WAR IN 1894. THE TAIWANESE HAD NO 
CHOICE BUT TO BECOME JAPANESE.

AFTER 50 YEARS OF COLONIZATION, 
GRANDPA AND GRANDMA STILL LIKED THEIR 
COLONIZERS’ CULTURE…

I WAS ASHAMED. 

SO ASHAMED.

THIS SHAME HAUNTED 
 ME FOR A LONG TIME.

    BACK THEN, ALL I KNEW WAS 
THE OFFICIAL HISTORY, WHICH HAD   
 ACTUALLY DISTORTED REALITY.
THE CHINESE NATIONALISTS USED 
  THIS DISCOURSE TO LEGITIMIZE 
THEIR COLONIZATION OF THE ISLAND   
          OF FORMOSA.

   SINCE THE TAIWANESE HAD BEEN   

 BRAINWASHED BY JAPAN, THEY WOULDN’T 

HAVE THE SAME RIGHTS AS THE CHINESE   

   WHO’D COME TO THE ISLAND.

SINCE

WAS CHINA REALLY   
 MY HOMELAND?

CHINA IS MY 

HOMELAND.

	
READ 

  IT	

HELP! TRUTH!

SHOO!   

  SHOO!	

JUSTICE

THE TRUE HISTORY
OF TAIWAN

CONFIDENTIAL

UNSPOKEN

TABOO

M
AS

SA
C

R
E 

OF
 F

E
B

R
UA

RY
 2

8 
19

47
 -

 T
H

E 
W

H
IT

E 
T

ER
R

OR
 O

F 
TH

E 
19

50
S 

- 
EL

IM
IN

AT
IO

N
 O

F 
TH

E 
EL

IT
E

S

   SHAME



- SAVIOR OF THE CHINESE 

   PEOPLE

- BEACON OF LIBERTY

- GREAT MAN OF THE NATION

- OUR DEFENDER AGAINST 

  EVIL COMMUNISTS

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC  OF CHINA: 1ST-5TH TERMS(1948-1975)

SHAME

“ALL FELL TO THEIR KNEES AS HIS 

FUNERAL CORTEGE PASSED BY…”

ARREST 

HIM!

 DON’T LISTEN! 

THAT’S JUST A 

BUNCH OF LIES!
THE TRUE HISTORY     OF TAIWAN

READ 
   US

THE TRUTH…

HISTORY OF TAIWAN

ACCORDING TO THE CHINESE    

    NATIONALIST PARTY

HEY! YOU!

MOVE IT!SHUT UP!

YOU ARE CHINESE

   
   

  T
AIWANESE LANGUAGE AND

CULTURE IS VULGAR…

    C
HIANG KAI-SHEK SAVED   

 TAIWAN. HE IS THE PILLAR OF 

THE NATION…

 THIS ISLAND   
 HAD NO 
CULTURE 
OR HISTORY  
 WORTHY OF   
 INTEREST…

 LOVE 

CHINESE   

   CULTURE

SCHOOL BOOK

 THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS TAIWANESE TALENT.

IT WAS CHINESE TALENT THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE

DEVELOPMENT OF THIS ISLAND, STARTING 

IN 1945…



“PATRIOTS DO NOT 

CRITICIZE THE 
GOVERNMENT.”

“PEOPLE WHO SPEAK 

TAIWANESE (“HOLO”) 

AND OTHER DIALECTS 

ARE INFERIOR.

THEY ARE MERE  

 PEASANTS AND  

 WORKERS WITH

NO EDUCATION.

ETCETC
“THE

 TAIWANESE  ARE SLAVES THE  
 JAPANESE HAVE  

BRAINWASHED.”

THE “CHINESE” COLLAR

 LOOK 
AT ME!

LISTEN TO ME!

HEY, KID!

AND THAT IS HOW I WAS TAUGHT, LITTLE BY LITTLE, TO BECOME CHINESE.

  THE KUOMINTANG (KMT) GOVERNMENT 
IMPOSED ITS VISION OF THE WORLD, 

BUT IT WAS A FALSE ONE.

“CONTINENT 
OCCUPIED BY 
COMMUNISTS”

“BASE FOR 
THE STRUGGLE 
AGAINST THE 
COMMUNIST 
REGIME”

REPUBLIC OF CHINA
 MAP       OF THE

  THE PARTY: THE KUOMINGTANG

       PROTECTS US FROM THE EVIL COMMUNISTS.   THE STATE: THE STATE (UNDER

     KUOMINTANG CONTROL FOR 60 YEARS) 

    IS ALWAYS RIGHT.

 THE LEADER: PRESIDENT CHIANG 

    KAI-SHEK AND HIS SON ARE OUR SAVIORS.

      DO NOT CRITICIZE THEM.
LANGUAGES: SPEAKING

CHINESE WITHOUT A TAIWANESE 

    ACCENT HELPS WITH SOCIAL 
SUCCESS (ENGLISH ISEVEN CLASSIER!


